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The Origin ~ Progress af the Supreme Councill 33° 
. a1 the A. I: A. Rite- far EI1Bland-r:-

Pre:tace 
M~V.SoT. ~ Brethren, 

Thie eeeay,which ie entitlled (as aboiye),containef!.7.l!d!t.4 

o·rigi.nal thought o r research and ie, in fact, based lar ge])y 

an a book, wrfttn: by M.111JRfi1:~ ~rnolld w.
1 

Orlord who in 
1920 wae appa>inted Grand ~J of Supreme Ccnmcill.,( taxitn ) 

and: Prelld that O:ft''ice tor 26 years. Where I haTe deT!ated <Jlr 
I 

added to his work(t.._) sr remarks are be.eed on other and 

equa.llly goad autholritiee ,~rt1;: ~; 4_ ~ §'..,~ -N -~ .f__, !~., ~ 
~ ,J.~ -~. 

I 

RulJe 54 ot Supreme Co:unc11 Kegulatiana, which is headed 
"'Talks or Paper s " says "lifitmut the peraieeion o~ the Supreme 

I Caunci], no nu!9'ber af this Order may give a ta..1.k err pa~er on 

the ncient & Accepted Rite, or an;y of its Begreee, at a.iv Masonic 
gathering •. " Sboul.d I be h.aull.e&l bef'ore Supreme Counci]. to shew 
cawre why I th.ought f'i t to defy Ru:Le 54 I shall pllead that all I 

a.a dOing is to 1quo'te( Ska) froa tlil.e wri tinge af a former ani au.ch 

respected Grand Prior wbo, bneae bis dear old heart, may haTe 
be~n guiUty of error or omission himself for all I know~!. 

So under that ao•ewhat tattered aabreJ.la iet us proceed 12 
study 11he Origin & Progress of' the A. & A. Rite under the guid­

ance o<f :Br. Orlord. 

§;rmbol ic Masonry. The Metary Qlf' modern a r eyabolic 

t r eemaeonry is somewhat obscure. When the eff'ot:t was made to 

link the new system to the o]d ~!~~~:..-:~aft it was naturaJl ta hide 
the j oin as far as poel!rible . 

Working masons may ~aTe united into aseaeiatione f'rom 

time immemoriali.. We Tl:now that in th.e l.'tiddl.Je Ages there were 

gui].de of Masone w.ith: deflni te rulLea g .signe and ceremaniee_.~ 

At t!iie elld o..r the 17thl. centuary th.ere is clear evidence that the 

guilds admitted cnrteiders into their ranks ••..•.••• ane origin of' 
this custma sq b.a-ye been practical co:n.venience. When a bishop 
started t o build a cathedral or a nob.Leman a mansion it was con+-

(a) Regiue ~/S , circa ~390. Cop
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•enient th.at their chief officers ebould ha•e free aceess to the 
bu1Dding, which was barred to outsiders. Froa this practice 
it wou.Ild be an easy transition to initiate. a~ man of dietinction •.• 
. .. •. At this period, hawe.ver, \i .e. the end of the ll.7th. •. centuaJ")') 

the practice seetl.8 to have become very general~b 8t!Ml it ie poee-
ci: ..e.. ~e. :) 

1b~e that lodges were foraed with no craftem Djin their number. 

Anywa7, one euch J.odge ~ start up somewhere between 
1691 and 17~7. Not Olll.1..7 did it contain no wo r kfnB masons but 

it consisted entirely o'f' men o~ high paeition in the social and 

aeientific world. Thie vae the Lodge now known as the ttoyall 

Somerset house & lnTernese Lodge Na. 4. ln 1717 this Lodge 
united with 3 other Lo«gee t o form a &rand Lodge . une of the•, 

now kncnrn as Antiquity No. 2 , had been founded in J.69lfc) tb.e 2nd.) 

now Lodge of l'ortitude & 01.ld Ctmber1and f'f o.JJ2, in ]712, the 3rd. 
ceaeed to exist in 1736{? ) • . . .......... 

Pal!urage to .J.t'rance. The <.i rd er soon spread t o .t'rance. 
~he first lodge gi•en in tne ~nglish roll was that constituted 
by the ~rand Lcrdge of Engl.Jand 'at the ~ing'e Head in ~utchers• 
Row, Yaris, in 1732' ,[!h.ich was afterwards entered ae •au ~ouis 
d'Argent dane .1.a rtue de .Houcherie ~ Paris.:! . 1n li736 it was 
aeetift8 at the li~tel de Hussy, ~ue de ~usey .. . . • . 1t wae erased 

in 1768. .1.n: 11735 it vas visited by the JJuke of rtichmond and 
Dr. veeaguliere ••• and others when the Duke of Kingston was 

' 1ni tiated. uther Lodges foJ..lowed at" val enciennes in l. 734, 
1c:.1 

r~ at Aubigg;y in 1135 and Loge l'Angllalse No .204 •••••.•. Preemasonry 

was clearJJ;y ~ead!:-~ in Prance . The '..§.!... Jamee ~eniJl.6 Poat• 
MSJ" 12, l 7Y7, :w~e "By a pri...ate letter froa P a-rie we are assured 
that the Order 0£ Freemasons, estab~ished .1.ang since tn England , 

hae bec0111e l ately so much in vogue in Paris, tnere being great - + '\ 
(;: -rf 

striving t o be a<bdtted even at the expense of ten Lauis d' ore"••• • 
Not only did the introduction of Freemasonry into France lead to 
its rapid spread but it ga~e rise to a perfect flood of eef ret 
societies as weln as to m~ additional degrees in the era.ft itsel~ • 

(b) 

( ,, 
• .. ..• Same af these latter were kmown as Scottish degree~ • • • .• 

See Plot• e Naturall liietory of Sta1'fordsh1re, l 786;
1

The 
for Jun~ 9, 1709 & other instances in Are . Qua.t . Cor. 
Accordi ng to the Engraved ~iet o~ 1729. 

.. 
Tatler 
xn. 345. Cop
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There seem at first t~ have been 7 o~ these degrees but in 1756 

there aros~ aponsei~ des Empereurs d ' Orient et d1 0ccident 
whiCh you - may, in spite of 'lfl9 faulty French, recognise as a 

~)'caunc1] o~ Emperors of the East & West) which worked 25 degrees JUD:' 

callled the Rite of Per:f'ection and c]aiaed a very supe-riar position 
in Masonry.. • • • •.• . . . one queetio-n nAtur'll ly arises - •Wby wn e 
t~eee higher degrees known as Scottish? It is certain they 

{ ~O·-f-') 
did not came f'roa ScoJtalnd (and h r quotes autbori ty t nr that 

aeererti&n) ( d)d" 
(~ ,,!.. - cl'. '1 (,.'6 ) w 

· - ·----/ Gne th ory is that the degrees awe the~ origin to the 

Ch..e•a.Jl.1er Ramsay. He wae born/1B !Us.,..~ ';iuta:te"d at Edin-
'''' ~ ... ) boro' University. He Ie:ft Britain in 1706 and fought in the 

Duke 0£ Marlborolllgb' e army. He was ca.nverted t o .t<oman Cathol-

icis• abo.urt ] 710. It eee11s probable that be wae initiated 
about ]728 in Londo.n1:1"""'"() In :r.731, having joined French Pree­
se.aoniry, he wae "Chancell!or" ar "Orator" of the Paris Grand Lodge 
and as such deliTered hiis celebrated ~ration ..• . in which be 
attributed the origin of Freemasonry to the knightly 6rueaders 
••••• rather than to t he operative masons. Soon after this 

..§p~cb the ea--callled ~cottish de~ees 11ade their ap_preaance in 
Yrance, but there is no~hing definite to cannact Ramsay himself 
with their acttJal. i?rtroouction . Be must be further acquitted 
of the charge of havin.g sough~ to in.filtr ate Jacobitis• into 

._ 

Freemasonry, which some wrktere have asa&rted,an the str ength of 
his having acted for a year as tutor to the sons of the Olld Pret­
ender. In its published 1'on1 his Oration was burn-t in Home by 
orde-r of Pope Clement Xll in 1738 .. After th.at par no more 

(~~ 
ie heard o~ the Chevalier as a Mason.Ce) Incidentally, in hie 

Oratian he mentiane a l odge at Ki~wi~ng _ o~w1!_1~n J!1!1:~e-J::..~ 
Steve.rd of Scotland, was Grand Master in1i!86. )\ tr" ti]winning 
was not far from Ramsay's birthplace . 

A~ theory is that the degrees were of a Jacabite 

origin, t'Jrganised for political purpose-s/~t:~c;/::-::~ 

Mention 88J' be here aade of the word ' H&redom• Early 

French rjj'\Jlal B de,fineQ. it M the MJle qt the mountain situated t __, 

(d) Lawrie ' e 'HistQry o~ Freemasonri, Goul d's 'History' and the 
Grand Secretary of G.L. of Scot alnd. 

(e) Taken from Pick & Knight's n'F.M' s Pocket Reference Book" 

(<A-)~~ ~ ii';~~,,. I 4'~~¥%- A---~ ·~~,,V-"-­
r.'F-J-:-· tttr~ ~ 'l Co- 4-o-1f(.;.... V L .-fl-?~). /L:,t-" ~ 
l~/:f~ t'.>l.. 3 /~ IC'~,,. ,bZc-~ ~ ~";'-cfl~~ 
1c fo('~1; -1<-~ ,,L:. ~....:... ''1'-3 ~ ~ ' ... 1.r 1,r, 

(~kr) :l;... lt.t-~r- 4 "~, -.l ~ ~ /3.A.£t. - t- ~-.. .1-.A:" 
~-lv ~ ;:r------r 1.:::. --;:-~y 
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be1;ween West and North of Scotland at the end of the course of the 
San, where 1he first Masonic lodge is ~eld in that part ~f the 
cOllntry which gave the ne.110 to Sccttish Masonry. The aeaning 
of the word , if any eTer existed, is lost . Many suggestions 

have been advanced, most of them fanciful and none canvincing. 
Allong the ingenious suggestions ~fered are : (a) Proa Heradi1D1, a 
castie buiLt by Herod (b) Prom 1 Highrodiam1 a Masonic degree 
at Gateshead in ll746 (c) Proa ' Harodill ' (d) Prom the Greek '' beiroe~ 

(holy) and domoe '' (a hcruse ) . Whatever aay be the derivation 
of the word, it ie evidently intended, in the degrees where it 18 

used, to iaply "Rull.ere or High Masonic Dilnitariea".(f) 
Br. O~ord thought it was more like1y derived fro• two Hebrew words 

"Bar Edom••. ' /j~ ··~ ---) 

The Passage t o Aaerica. In 1761 the Council of the 
Emperors a! the East & West issued a patent to one Stephen Morin, 
a Jew, to spread the Rite cf l' erfection in America. The patent 
appointed hia Grand Inspector in all parts of the New Wor1d and 
authorised hi& to create Inspectors in all pLaces where the Sub]ime 
Degrees were not established • • •.•• • •••• 

l'J_rµ..-") 
Morin aettlled in the island of San Do•ingo. He appoin-

ted Inspectors and theyr in their turn, appo inted other Inspectors 
ta carry on the work in America •..• • .Tlle.. biatory o.f the following yeare 

is confusing, at ti•ee sordid, and not very interesting. But on 
May 31st . lJBOl, .. The Council of the 33rd. o0 for the United Statee 

of America" wae onened at Charleston, S• uth Carolina. Until thie 
date nothing is known of degrees higher than the 25 of the Rite of 
Perfection. In the following year this Supreme Council issued 
a circular tOJ aJ..l. the Grand Lodges and Councils of the world. 

The circular, after dating the origin o~ Preemaeonry to 
the beginning of the World and attributing the rise of religion 

0.. 
to "the conte~lation of the PlA.ne)ry system" wanders into strange 
histcrry. (To quote) 111nl57'6:JJ, the Lodges and Councils o-r the 
euperiar degrees being extended through the continent of Europe , 
Hie Maj~ety the King o~ Prussia, as Grand Commander of the order 
of Prince of the Hoyal Secret, was acknow~edged by a.l.l. the Craft 

-·r..~· (, uc..,.,-
as the head of the Subl ime and Inef fable Degrees o-f ft!asa 

(1') Taken froa Inman' s "Masonic Pro bl.ems & Queries". 
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the 
i./ (t?t'-} 

twO'l hemispheres.. ... On the 25th Octoiber 576~ , the Grand 
Masonic Constitutions were ratified in Berlin and procaJ.imed for 
the go~ernaent of a.L~ the Lodges o~ Sublime and Perfect Masons, 
Councils , Chapters, Colleges and Consisteriea of the Hoyal.. and 

Mi]itary Art of Freemasonry over the sur face of the tw0 hemispheres . 
'!'here were Secret Constitutions which have existed from time immem­

orial and are a.Lluded to in these Instruments .• •.•.• 
(t7 ~0 

On the let. of May 5786, the Grand Constitution of the 
C> 33rd. D , called the Snpreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors 

General , was :finally ratified by Hie Majesty the King 0£ Prieeia , 
who , aa Grand Com.marrder, of the Order <rJ! Princes <1'f the rtoyal Secret 
possessed the Sovereign Masonic powe r o~er all the Craft . In the 
new Constitutian the h~gh power was conferred on a Supreme Counci~ 
of 9 brethren in eaeh nation, who possess all the Masoni c prero­
gatives in th.eir own districts that His Majesty in0.1vidll8.11y poss­
essed and are Sovereigns of Maeonry 11

• 

Br . Oxford then. lists th.e names and gives a brief bio- · ,, 
graphy of the 9 member s crf the Supreae Cotmci1 at Charl1eston (South 
Carolina, U. $ . A. ) af micb 4 were- Jews •. 

Ho-we-ver, the.re is m doubt that the wha1e story of 

Pred9"rick the Great and th'e Co-nstitutfcrne is a pure m:ythtftJ Some 

bietmTiana have denou need it as a fraud and have accused its 

authore o-f etonping to fa]s-ehood p bllaephemy and lnw: vulgarity . 
But A]bert Pike, a :fcrraer Scrsereign Grand Commander of the Supreme 
Ccnm.ci~ of the Southern Jurisdiction of the Ul'Iited Statee,detended 
t~~ authenrticity of the Constitutisna in a large quarto -volume Qf 

467 page:a ( 1872) . Bu't w1 tltout additional! evidence a mere perusa.1 
( t ~.I<J~ 11 "( 'f"Ht: _£.1_t"_~6 Co<1ro1 .. , ._ 4.,.. (J,HllllH ,;.r rtW) 

of the circui.ar~ie enaugn to show that the wh~ie story ?,! a myth. 
An autharity had to be folmd arrd naae.d and as there was no obvio'tlB 
worl.d figure/~er1ck'lOia chosen. The Supreme Caunci~ of the 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United Stai. ea i e acknowJJedged ~ 

prescr iptive- ri.ghit the Mother Supreme Co:uncU of the Wor ld. 
<J<- -.-.<.-.. - ~ " --~ ~ 

!rel.and. BefoTe giving an accalll'Lt of the Caanc11s 
o~ Great Britain and Ireland it must be noted that some o~ the 
Scottish degreeg were early introduced into thes e countries. 
Thqyugb France inverl!tea them , their bigh-eounding t~e fascinated 

~- ~ 
maiv of the sober Engliieh ~asorui and the degrees we:rexwidel.y worked. 

- t> t J 
Thia is eTident from Artiele II in the Articl~e of Union.il - l Quote) 

urP-............ r~ a.tt: .. ~ 
"That this Article is not intended t O' preven't:' any Lodge- oir Chapter 
:fr om holding s meeting in any of the degrees ~ the Orders of 

Chiva]]ry, according to the constitutions a:f th.e said Orders". 
The last to werk the• in Landon is said to have been the Lodge a-L 
Fidelity Nc. 3 (Antients , founded u754) . In tne Baldwyn Chapter 
af Bristoil and other places soma &~ these degrees are etilll con­
ferred. 
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The Su~re•?. Council o~ 1rel.a:rrd received its Constitution 
:f'raa Charleston in i~2~ but ae ear1y ae ]809, J~ FQwner, Grand 
Commander of the Ill. College of Kadoeh and the Original Chapter 
at Prince Masons was in communication wi t.h Dalcho(g) concerning 

the :formation of a Supreme Counci]. On May 27th: . 18lJ\he and 

two other brethren took a solemn ob1.igatian ia St. Patrick's 
(~~) 

CathedralAto obey the warrant which waa to be sent to thea froa 
Cbar]eston, but the War of Independance broke out and alL further 
communication was stopped . 

fli:_,,,,.~ ~ ~(, 1t. y.~ . 
in l1823,Abawever, Moses Holbrook~ who was soon to be 

the Sovereign Grand Commander of the Charll.eston Council, wrote to 
John Fo~l~r and asked whether he still wished far a Supreme Council. 

Ae a result letters patent , dated A~t 13th. ~824~ were sent 

constituting the Duke of L~inster( h), John Fowler and Thomae 
i-tcGill to be the Su-oreme Council! fQr Irel.tand. · 

Thie Supreme Counci], however, had no control.! over the 
Hose Croi~ degree, which had been introduced in 1782 { i~e. in the 

~ i]w.1.nning Lodge , Dublin) and the holders gf the Degree had opened 

{in :£796) a "Grand Supreae Council" for working sti ll higher deg-
'7.. y.J. 

'A"""" , _ reee.~ This Council continue& unti]. Ht- when, under a French 
l1 . ....... (# f·:>~ " 

warrant, the Metropo11tan College of Heredoa 0£ Ireland was f91!Ded 
(with John ~r as its Grand C om.nande:) as the governing body of 

the ''Orde r of Philloeophical asonry~ all. its .liranches". 

In 1836 a "Councill o£ rtites" was :formed by the joint actt~ 
at tMs body an:d the Ci rigbtal Chapter of Prince Masons and the 

Knights of the Sun, to take over the working of the Hose Croix 

Degree.. in 187 the Coun.cin of ttites changed i ts name t6~Grand 
9hapter g1. Prince rt aeons". It wae na:t untill 1905 , after long 

and~~atwfa)) o~ten most painful. conttovereies, that a f riendly 
arrangement was made and this body ca.me into obedience t o th, 
Supr1!me Councill . ('-<-._-< "1.1 ~) ' 

• 

( A.c, '°"' p I b)- Scotland. England comes next in se4r ity , but it ie 
co~enient to first consider the history of Scotalnd. ~hie 

Suprea~ Council eee11S t o have taken the unusual course ~f conH-
i,1 tut i ng itee1f/. On June 4th. 1845 , there was a ~eeting crf the 

(g) A 11teaber of the Suprem.j CounciJl, Charl..eeton. 

(h) Born 179]; Grand Master o~ Ir&l.and f rom .h813 - 1874 {61 years~) 
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"Supreme Grand Council of Hites" under the guidance ~ its Grand 
President, George Walk~r Arnott, LLD (of Arla'Ty), who had lately 
.been the aeana af introducing into the Council the 11 ceJ.ebrated 

f t'P..• ;tltTfv o! ~Ir~ ~ r-Rr:J Cc>n. .S-
2..f(f te i'ri.Ui;ive C1e .Naaours". 'this was , preewaab.Ly, the l' rimative 

Scottish rtite, eetabiished at N&.J10urs in 1770 and consisting of 

33 d~grees. Vr. Arnott must have been a perfect glutton for 
d&grees , as this year , accordi.ng to the 'Pr eemaeone• Quarterly 
Heview• (Vo:U.%11 , p . 349J be not only introduced ~he Ancient & Accep-

( r"itf1A T1 .~ (2,r_.:; o( 1'.itM(.t./Z.S 
ted tti~e l33 degrees) and the lH2'te ~rimative . de Namoure l33 degr ees) 
but all.so the Or der of Mizr ahi ( 91. degrees) and the Rite o·f Heredom 
of Per fection. Be that as it may, Dr. Ar nott and his collab-
oratcrrs ' flirt ed' with th~ 
in Aaerica but it declined 
Counci~ which faded away . 

Supreme Caunci~, Northern Jurisdiction 
• ~ '1°, 

to recognise the{Scottish 6opreme 

In the following year (1 . a. ]847) another Supreme Counoi] 
sprang up , created by Dr. Charres Mor ison o.f Greenfie.ld which in 
turn • fiirted • with the S~reme Couhci], Sou-th.em Jurisdiction of 
America(~) tar recagnition but, like i ts pTedecessor, was 
re~ected. Neverthe~ess, the Anci ent & Accepted Scottish Rite 
of to- day is the direct deeeendant af the body .founded by Dr. 
Mo r ison and his collaborators in 1847. 

The ?irat Warrant far E'ngland . A Supreme Counci l for 
Great Britain, Ireland and fo r the English possessions in America 
and the Indies vae form.ed undeT a paten.rt granted by the Supreme 

13 

Council of France dated ~th. 0c.TolJ;.:.."'R. l 819._ The Duke of Sussex , - -
~ho had received the higher deg1dee ·~ Paris , was designated 
Sovereign Grand Commander. Having received the patent the Duke, 

who was anything but enthusiastic towards those Masonic degrees 
outside the Craft, put it on 0ne side and did nothing :further. ,l.i.) 

(n.WO. y.>. ~ "~~l're Second Warrant: It was not until two years afa 
tJJe deatb.\of tl!te Duke of Sussex that th:e Supreme Councili of England 

was constituted . Its format ion ia connected with. two doctors, 
Crf cefi x (of Royal/!f!i~feni Institution fa.me) and Leeson. 

(~!'-'~~· P -k) Leeson co11111enced the necessary steps for the :to.n1ation 

of the Council of the Ancient & Accented Rit~; whi]st they were 

pr ogressil'lg, Br . Crucefix obtained a legal e.utherity from the 
Supreme CounciL at New Yor k giving hi the first ramk. Br . Leeson 
• •.• vae at the ti.Ille i n corresironda.nce with another body (thought 
ts> be the Grand Orient o~ France) for a like authority. but on the 
arr iva] of the New York power, overtures weae made to him to for ego 
••.• the privillege and to assist in. the establishment of a Supreme 
Councfn i'rli this country under the authority of the American body •. 

In ~t: /.i. 3!) ""---~---~ 
l ' _ (As 'fie~ shall. sell_;) the or iginaL. . i.nutes were removed and 

( L"'- r.- ,,. _~~ .......... c-,...., --- Ch,.. ,- • - - • ~ - • - ~t."- -
,(l ....... _. L ~ ~,C:!:--'t.-. _.......;,.._/_, ·~:J.h~ ...... _.--e..... -t-cr---~· -"c--.- r--
~ ~ r ·"""""' 'j ~........_...~ n -~ <~ ~~ .. i,.t::.. . 
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probably destroyed, so that/tHi early history we are dependant 
on the Proceedings of the Supreme CounciL of tl'le Northern Juris-

-.1&.l..i, 
diction (U . S. A. ) and the Freemas~ms ' Quarter ly Review (founded 
Dr. Cruce~tx in 1'834) which, natarall:y, reported everything of 
il'Jlterest to the Order. In gratitude for the Warrant issued by 

the Northern Jurisdicticm the bound-Talum:e for r846 is dedicated:-

11To the M.P~ll •. Br other J.~ .J. Gourgae, Grand Commander 
and the Sopreme Counci] 33 fwr the northern district 
and jurisdiction of the Orr11Jed States - the fo·raer a 
Teteran freeaason who,has sustained by precert and 
example the high degrees; prevented their decadence; 
and, as a crowning labour, emulated the character of 
Prederick the Great in haTing conduced to the organis­
ation of the Suprema CounciL 6~ this kingdom, where it 
was hitherto known but in name; and ihe latter his 
compatriots in Eeal, and the partakers a.f hie honourable 
success" 

(Pt~" c fJ >!:}-=!- In the I ssue af the Warrant on Ju1y 23rd. 1846, the 
Northern Jurisdiction had been equalliy com~limentary: 

" We !eel~ae scions of a parent stock, no smalL pride in thus 
having the power in some measure to repay a debt of gratitude to 
the me1110ry of past worthi es, by the oppontunity afforded us of 
rege11erating the scimtillatiane that have been so loD& dormant 
in Engl!and" (~ ./1N ( "T fr"-"· , I· >;) 

With the Warrants were sent rituals~ consti~utione, 
regulations etc. 'also copies of correspondance with 

General Ceunt de Fernig at }aria 
John Powler at Dublin, 

& Dr. Arnott in Scotland (?) 

General. de Fernig was one: at the joint committee appointed in 18 4] 

to reconcile the Supreme Council o~ Prance( Kt:*k) and the Grand 

Orient. 

t ~t.. c f l~ On Dec. 30th.. 1846, Dr. Crucefix fcu"Warded to America 
the List of the Sttpreae Council as follnwe:-

R. T. Crucefix, Grand Comsander 
Rev. George 01.iver, Lt . Grand Commander, 
Henry Udall, (Bartister) Grand Treasurer Generall 
Henry B. Leeson, Grand Chancellor, 
Davyd Uash, Grand Secretary General , 
Richard Lera Wilson~ Grand Master of Ceremonies 
Th as Pryer, {Solicitor) , Capt. of the Life Guards 
Wiliiaa Tucker, 

(!two f 3.1) All seemed well with the new Council. . But in the 
beginning of lS.7 the Northern Jurisdiction heard that not only 
had Dr. Lee~on visited Parie and been received 'with marked dis­
tinction' but that an alliance had been completed between the 
Grand Orien:t of France and the Supreme Council a~ Engl and. 

When Dr . Crucefii approached the Narthern Jurisdiction 
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\'· H 1- /yi"i: 

in 1845 the 1 Grand Secretary (William Henry Whiite)cautioned him 
moat particular1'y against the Grand Orient of France, who had 

-4,t, into ' irregular and injudicious proceedings • the Grand 
Councils of Scotaldd and Ireland. 'We are aware that they 

have lo~ had their eye upon 6.ngland , but have hitberto been 
restrained from act1Qn by the well-known opiroeition of your 

late Grand Master to the high grades (degre~e) •.•• to thwart 
them ehould be the desire o.f every friend'. 

(~h'l. O. f J3) The correspondance of Count de Fernig had been sent 

in order to show the evil designs of the Grand Orient . In 
acltnawledgi?l8 it Crucefix wrote 1I have perused it with intense 
interest; inde&d,as a po int of reference, I have taken a copy 

fo r my future guidance in case of need! 
, 

No wander the Supre•e Grand Commander spoke of 'the 

defection, contemplated and so systematically carried thDougb 
and accomplished by' erucefix. •we have been comp1eteiy 

circWl!Vented by him in a shameless maDJter, it appearing clearly 
to have been a deep- laid eyste111:acticaJl plan , acted upon by him 
with great duplicity, from the very moment he had received in hie 

hands the full p~were vested in him by us, and solely used by 
hi ae his introduction and alliance with the Grand Orient of 

Pr!nce• 
{.. M w.:. p "I.)) Crucefix seeae to have first excused himself ClJl?l the 

ground of having been 111-~reated by the Irish brethren, and in 

a lrief final 1etter gave ae his defence that ' the pr evious 
misdoings of Arnott and the subsequent vagaries aJf 1<1orieon •. •.• •• 
left us no alternatives'. 

~ i..; c! /J· 3+-) Sentence was passed an September 23rd. 1847. 11 .Heso..Lved 
and decreed unanimously that all intercourse. or communication 
with the aforesaid Dr. ttobt. Tbos •. Ur'Qcefix of hie Supreme Council 

has ceased and is farbidde~until he and they publicly abjure 

aJ.l further connection and a.Lliance ~th the aforesaid Grand 
Orient of !''ranee ~ 

(n i....c I' Jlf..} It he probably the death of Dr. Crucefix in ! 8 50 which 
brought about the reconci l iation . ln accordance with Artic].e 

III of the G~n:eral Conatttu'tions C1'f' :D..766, Dr. Oliver tCJOk hie 
place , but in a few monrths he gave- way, with some unWli.llingnese} 

tco Dr . Leeson and again became Lt . Grand Commander. .....4 ---~ 1-4-..-o.A-- -;.-....o. c-s-- r"- • 

(A•"1c p. '1,:iJ The account o~ the meetimg on Fe:bruary 10th •. 1853 

alluded to "Tlite High Grades Union", a dini~lub f0 r members 
of 30 tli>... Degree. Candidates haa to dine 0i11ce before being 

put up for ballot~ 

~, L~ ~. f" In a report of the aeeti.Dg hel.d on. April 28th. ll854 
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it wae stated that the Secretary-General., Davyd W .. Hash, had 

resigned and that William Tucker (i) had been. appointed hie 

euceeeeor. After a brief tenure ~ office the new Secretary, 

( William Tucke~, died at his residence at AJDaineter on March Dst. 

1855. aged •o years . He was succeeded by Br. Charles John Vigne . 
( ,.,.L ~a; - ~ --W-J 

Supreme CollDciL Minutes be~ween 1847 and 1854 are 
missing, the first Minute Book begins on July 5th. 1854. 

Ah c f .sf.) There wae trouble with the ex-Secretary and the Treasurer, 
The !or11er, Davyd Nash , had retired to Bristol and had not giTen 
up the Minute Book and other papers . An applJ.ication to recover 
them seems to have be8D W.Succeee:fuli.. The Treasurer had neg-
lected hie duties in every possible we:y and in Jully was"dislllia~ed 

frOll al1 station, office, power and authority". 

The Minutes o~ April 2ll.st •. 1857 record that the ~th.D0 

had been worked for the- first tiae " . •.• without the aid of the 
Ritual" 

On October 1857 a " •••• communication f'nna I]] •. Br . John 

Barker of Newcaetre was recei•ed stating that it ~ the desire 
o1 h.ieell and other aeabere of a chapter o:f Rose Cro1x&h1ch had 

hitherto been he1d at Newcastl.e under an o:.Ld Warrant..!) to phace 

themse]yes under the contra~ at Supreae CounciL, taking a new 
Warrant and enroll!ing thease1Yes meabers agreeablly to the coastit­

ution of the Order and requesting to be informed upa.n what terae 
the Supreae Council walll.d be ~il~i.ng to ad•it thea. After the 
discussion the Secretary was requested to infora Br. Barker that 

Sup~eme Coun.ciL would, under the peculliar circumstances of the 

case, be willing to gran± a Warrant free of expemJe and enroll 

their members upol'lt thei r signing the obLigation ot allegiance and 

P83""ing the BUii of one shilling each for registration':. 

(M~C p ~/) Fresh troubl:e arose with. Davyd Naab. . The Sovereign 

Grand Commander requeste"d every member to attend the meeting in 

July 1857 to hear a charge at holdin« communication, especially 
in the ll8th. n° with bodies not recognised by Supreae Counc1~c_ 
The-re had been correspondance with hi• and mere fol~owed.. Pin8i](y'"; 

Nash 88't'eed to meet the Grand Secretary {General). But before 

.... ""lci ·-+ ,..;~ ....... """""· c;........,,~I:~ .A-£.---. .. c._,, 
(i) ~Br Willlam T\ilck r wae P~ G. Master for Dorse,i_froa 1846 

.4. • ta 1853. he was deposed bY the~r~n~E~!!.5. !or
0
appear-

1ng in his Pr o•. G. Lodge in the rege:tia ot -3}rdAQH V bl 83 letter fro11 Grand Secretary d/d 21/11/1853. See 0 
• 

p.124 - i35. 
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.. the aeeting a letter appeared in the .l!'reemasans • Monthly Magazine 

dated July ~0th .. {P.625J which, accor ding to the Grand Secretary 
l General) pr e:clruleu any idea of negotation. un January 13th. 
1!858, Nash was foraaJ.ly expelled and notice to that effect wae 

given to aJ.1 Chapters and to the Supreme Councils of Ireland 

and America. 
-1~..L: ~...t. L-

(A t.v c- f ,l't) The tmrecognieed bodies A._'lte r e the Baidwyn Chapter at 
Hris~ol a.rtd the Antiquity at Bath. Nash had joined the former 

six years before the date of the :tor mation of the Supreae Council •. 

ln the circUllStancea hie expw.eion seeas rather odd,,...~ .. N~.~c .. 

( lt fVC /" ~') ~r. J .A. D. Cox ~wh.o had been appointed Grand Secre-tary 
(General) in 1857.~ resigned in 186L. As he answered no 

letters, fo r cible steps had to be taken at some expense •for the 

purpose of r ecovering the pr operty of the Councit•. It was 
decidgd ta appoint an assistant se:cretary and Br. W. Hyde Pullen 
WR.1!1 selected for the Office •. 

' ,., "" · f J '} Capt .. Nathaniell George Pbil!ipe , who had been ' per fected' 
in lreland, but had received the 30th and higher degrees in 

EngLand , was elected to the Council in 1864 . lie remained a 
member unti] 1905, resigning a few weeks before hie death . 
10 hia, more thkn any other 118.!!. , is due the succesefUL course 

of the ~. ncient B: Acce11ted Kite in lmgland •. 

~he Hose Croix members of the Antiquity ~ncampment 

{or PrecertoryJ at ~athlalready referred to)agreed to come under 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme CounciVand received a new warr ant 

in ]866 ..•..•... 1he t<Ose ur o1x degree is known t o have been 

conferred as early as 1793 in this ~ncampment . of Knights ~emp]ar. 

(AW.o. / s1.) The .!Sncampaent ~x•K11pxarQj) of .Baldwyn of ~even .L>ggreee, 
• 

·rime immemorial~ was established before 1772 and wo rked both the 

ttase uroix and F' adosh (Higher Degrees). Its usages showed a 

great similar ity to those o,f Ireland ... .• •• Overtures to jo in 

the Supre•e- Council. were made unsucceest'ully by Lord Limeri ck 't ) 
in 1868 , but in ll88C Col. Shadwell Clarke , who had come to inetaJll 
the Pr ov . Prior far Bristol r eopened the questio~and,as a result, 

a Treaty of Union was completed on ~ ay lOth . 1881 . In the 
Treaty it was stipulated that the Cha1ter should be under its own 
I napedto r General , that it shouid continue (if it wished) to use 
its own ritual! and place a copy of the same in the Archives of 
Supreae Council, and that t he Te.mplar and Roee Croix degrees 

eha~d be kept separate and not , as a rull.e, worked on the same 
(evening. 

( :r) 11,,,. t-.__:__e 7 ~>-c • .....c. A <"- (!!.C. ~-.J.. -~) If 1.J - , . 
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( A.1.vc p6< '\ The Constitution. Alll. Stl})reae Councils profess 
allegiance to the Grand Constitutions of 1786 but it would be 
difficul.t~ in the presen:t day. to ob~erve them in their entirety. 
Por exaaplle, Articie X.V orders that "a Supreme Council should 
regullarly be held during the three dayt\wherewith each third new 

mo<Dn commences" and eta.tea that "ea.ch Supreae Council wihll have 
three sacred days in each year pecu1l1ar to itself etc ••.• " 

The Supreme Council of England does foll~w the Constitutions 
in regard to its meabership. It consists of nine Inspector 
Generals ot the 33rd. Degree of whom the Sovereign Grand Commander 
and th.e Lt. Grand Commander are elected for 11fe . 

' A ""c. t> :,-.r. Jeremiah Howe in his book "Il!lustration... of Freemasonry" says: -

"It has been urged as an object ion to the Ancient and 
Accepted Rite, and not without some show of reason , th.at the 
Sapresi5 Council: is a selt-el.ected tribunal which is contrary to 
the spirit of the Masc.-nic insti tut'ion. We should , however , 
remember that we are directed to judge of the tree by its fruita; 
ann when we consider the natura~ working of the system of govern­

ment adopted in this Rite, we are constrained to admit that the 
objections are founded rather on a theoretical basis than on its 
practical. resul.ta". This was written in ~86? but it is equally 
tnie in the present day . 

(A.. £..,o.p ~) Rituals. The early rituals of the Rite were p-€>or 
stuff and general opinion was not fa~ourable. The earty trans-
]ations into Eng]ish seem to have made no improvement which D.ed 

ALbert Pike, the Sovereign Grand Commander, Southern Jurisdiction, 
(in ]878) to pronounce that "The truth is that the rite we.a noth­
ing and the rituals al.Jlloet naught, for tb.e aost part a lot of 

worth.leas trash unt1i 1855". They were first revised by a 
J::, v S it /. 

Preanb e•igrant,AM• Ladebat, particullarly the H0se Croix but the 
main work fel]. on Pike himself . lie swnllled up hie~ in hie 

aommentalJ work "Mora.l:B & Dogma". In spite of this the Supreme 
Councili of Engrand has ali.ways insisted that the ~ite should be 

baaed on Chritia.nity. Br. O.x:tord, as a ae•ber oL the cloth 
has eoae criticieas ~our Ritual whi ch I. as a layman must ~eave 
aside , but he advocates the appoin:t•ent of a committee of theo­
lcrgicall experts to undertake the revision of th& Ritual. 

That, Bre:thren, e<>ncludes what Br. Oxford and I have to 
say about the Origin & Progress o.f the A. & A. Rite & I trust that 
in t~e process I. have not shattered any fond {or even cherished) 
':<:..~ ' u. ~t ""''- <"'-o 

,~1a1igaa. I use the word ' illusions ' because there seems a 
widespread tendancy among Freeaason.a to think of Freemasonry ae a 
movement the origin of which is lost in the mists of antiquity . 
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I suggest, Brethren, that it aa.ttere not whether the 

degrees of the A. & A. Rite h:a.d ~eir origin in the 18th. centuary 
A:D~ the !!!th, centuary Bfc[- what really matters is the 
t~ShU.lli: its ri t~ is meant ta convey ( I refer, partico1arly 

tp the 18th. o0
) • 

It you depart from the Chapter this evening or any 

other evening ~eeling refreshed after a spiritual "wash-a.nd- brush­

!1t" then its mission has been aco ~liahed and the message has 

gone home . 

So, in conclusion, I wil~ ask Br. Oxford to finish off 
thie rather ramblling essay in his own welll chosen and comforting 

words~ (_.._..,,(, At..(;.. ~<1).-

"In Fr eemasonry aen often llook at the pagentry , 
w: :=:a 

the ritual , the outward show, as if they were 
the aain thing~ and forget the real. essence . 
fhey worship ~he outward fora and negl.ect the 

spirit . They give it a bl.ind Loyalty and 

a thoughtless enthusias• as if it had its end 

and essential va]Ue in itsel..f . 
The Ancient and Accepted Rite is less exposed 

to this danger, for it J>O'ints out inceesant].y 

that the supreme need of one and al 1 is a p]an 

of life and that the only lite worth living 
is the Christian one. The •sy art Christ 
is the <i.De way ta live, the only W!l_, the one­
waj street to courage, vision and strength. 

It is the only life which satisfies and which 

one is not only willing but glad to live; 
for its w~e are iQfye o;f plleaeantneas and 
all its paths are peace.". 
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